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NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COUNTY  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1918. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Property  and  Public  Health 

and  Housing  Committee. 


Gentlemen, 

The  accompanying  report  is,  like  that  for  the  preceding  year, 
presented  in  a  very  abridged  form  and,  apart  from  the  statistics  for  the 
administrative  county,  deals  only  with  annual  reports  received  from 
district  medical  officers  of  health  prior  to  September  30,  1919. 

Reports  of  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health. — Eight  were  received 
during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  17  during  the  second  quarter  and 
4  during  the  third  quarter  ;  four  reports  (relating  to  the  urban  districts 
of  Alnwick  and  Newbiggin  and  the  rural  districts  of  Glendale  and 
Haltwhistle)  had  not  been  received  at  the  time  of  going  to  press. 
The  dates  at  which  the  reports  were  received  during  1919  were  as 
follows  : — Cramlington,  March  4th ;  Hexham  rural,  March  13th  ;  River 
Elyth  Port,  March  15th;  Norham  and  Islandshires  and  Rothbury  rural, 
March  20th  ;  Rothbury  urban  and  Segbill,  March  24th  ;  Whitley  and 
Monksaaton,  March  28th ;  Castle  Ward,  April  28th ;  Seaton  Delaval, 
May  3rd  ;  Amble  and  Pruclhoe,  May  9th  :  Longbenton  and  Newburn, 
May  19th ;  Weetslade,  May  22nd ;  Belford,  May  24th ;  Berwick -on- 
Tweed  and  Bellingham,  May  31st;  Blyth,  June  2nd;  Gosforth  urban 
and  Morpeth  rural,  June  4th  ;  Wallsend,  June  7th  ;  Bedlingtonshire  and 
Hexham  urban,  June  18th ;  Ashington,  June  19th ;  Alnwick  rural, 
August  1st ;  River  Tyne  Port,  August  16th  ;  Earsdom,  September  9th  ; 
Morpeth  borough,  September  19th. 

Administrative  Changes. — Tlhei  following  changes  occurred  , among 
district  medical  officers  of  health  : — Weetslade  Urban  District — Dr.  A. 
J.  W.  Stephen  was  released  from  military  service  and  resumed  his 
duties  as  medical  officer  of  health.  In  the  department  of  the  county 
medical  officer,  Dr.  R.  Rutherford,  who  had  been  absent  on  military 
service,  resumed  work  on  November  1st.  Dr.  F.  L.  Moore  was 
released  from  military  service  and  resumed  his  duties  as  Chief  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Officer  on  September  1st.  Miss  L.  J.  Robson  was  appointed  a 
Health  Visitor  under  the  Notification  of  Births  Acts  on  August  26th  in 
succession  to  Miss  M.  J.  Lemm,  resigned. 
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Vital  Statistics. — The  birth  rate,  though  slightly  higher  than  during 
the  preceding  year,  was  the  second  lowest  ever  recorded.  It  was,  how¬ 
ever,  considerably  higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  death  rate,  though  lower  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales, 
was  the  highest  recorded  in  the  administrative  county  since  1901.  The 
increase  in  this  rate  was  chiefly  due  to  the  deaths  resulting  from  two 
severe  epidemics  of  Influenza  which  occurred  during  the  year. 

The  infant  mortality  rate,  which  was  identical  with  that  for  the  two 
preceding  years,  was  the  lowest  recorded  in  any  year  except  1912  and  the 
two  years  above  mentioned. 

The  death  rate  from  the  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases  was  higher 
than  that  for  England  and  Wales  and  than  the  rate  for  the  preceding 
year.  The  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2  years)  were 
slightly  more  numerous  (114)  than  during  the  preceding  year  (109). 

Sanitary  Legislation. 

Acts. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Act ,  1918. — This  Act,  dated  August  8th, 
1918  considerably  increases  the  powers  of  Local  Authorities  as  regards 
the  administration  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Acts.  The  authorities 
administering  these  Acts  (county  councils  or  district  councils)  are  now 
empowered  to  make  arrangements  for  attending  to  the  health  of 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  of  children  under  five  years  of  age 
who  are  not  attending  school.  The  scope  of  the  new  legislation  and  its 
administrative  possibilities  weire  set  out  in  a  Circular  issued  by  the 
.Local  Government  Board  on  August  9th,  1918  and  reference  should  be 
made  to  this  important  document  by  any  person  interested  in  this  work. 

Midwives  Act,  1918. — This  Act  came  in  force  on  January  1st,  1919, 
and  a  summary  of  the  principal  provisions  was  included  in  a  report  by 
the  county  medical  officer  to  the  Maternity,  Child  Welfare  and  Mid¬ 
wives  Committee  of  the  County  Council  in  July,  1919.  The  chief 
points  under  the  Act  relate  to  (1)  the  financial  apportionment  of  the 
expenses  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  (2)  the  framing  and  scope  of 
rules  by  the  Board  as  regards  midwifery  practice,  (3)  the  giving  of 
notices  by  mid  wives,  (4)  the  official  recognition  of  certificates  granted 
in  one  part  of  His  Majesty’s  Dominions  in  other  parts  of  the  realm, 
(5)  the  power  of  local  supervising  authorities  to  make  grants  for  the 
training  of  rnidwives,  (6)  the  revocation  of  the  powers  previously  held 
by  county  councils  to  delegate  their  powers  to  district  councils,  (7)  the 
payment  of  fees  of  medical  practitioners  called  in  by  midwives  in  cases 
of  .emergency,  and  the  recovery  of  such  fees  unless  the  patient  (or 
husband,  etc.)  is  unable  by  reason  of  poverty  to  pay  the  same. 

Orders ,  lie (/ulations  and  Circulars. 

Venereal  Diseases. — Various  Circulars  were  issued  from  time  to  time 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  dealing  with  administrative  details  in 
connection  with  the  Venereal  Diseases  Act,  1917,  these  Circulars  being 
dated  as  follows  — Jan.  9th,  supply  of  drugs  to  medical  practitioners \ 
Feb.  22nd,  general  measures  as  to  prevention  and  treatment;  May  28th, 
approval  of  salvarsan  substitute;  June  28th,  report  of  Medical  Research 
Committee  re  Wassermann  test;  Nov.  28th,  treatment  of  merchant 
seamen;  Dec.  10th,  provision  of  additional  treatment  centres  and  their 
staffing  and  equipment;  Dec.  16th,  annual  returns  of  work  at  treatment 
centres;  also  Dec.  16  and  18th,  1918. 

Tuberculosis. — The  following  Orders,  etc.,  were  issued  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  on  the  dates  specified  and  the  subject  matter 
indicated  : — Jan.  8th  and  Dec.  4th,  Circulars  relating  to  the  treatment 
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of  discharged  soldiers,  sailors  and  nurses  who  were  insured  persons; 
July  4th,  Order,  Regulations  and  Circular  relating  to  the  special 
notification  of  certain  cases  (these,  however,  were  rescinded  by  a 
subsequent  Order  in  the  following  March)  ;  May  17th,  a  revised  list  of 
Sanatoria  and  Residential  Institutions  approved  by  the  Board  under 
the  National  Insurance  Act,  1911;  Sept.  6th,  Order  of  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  relating  to  notification  by  the  National  Service  Medical 
Board;  Oct.  25th,  relating  to  extra  accommodation  for  discharged 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  special  grants  to  local  authorities  providing 
such  extra  accommodation.  An  important  Memorandum  (233A.  IC) 
relating  to  new  arrangements  for  the  provision  of  residential  treatment 
for  tuberculous  discharged  soldiers,  etc.,  was  issued  by  the  Insurance 
Commissioners  in  December,  1918. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Disease. — A  General  Order  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  was  issued  on  Jan.  19th  prescribing  Regulations  as 
to  the  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  under  the  1889  Act  and  the 
Board’s  Orders  as  to  the  notification  of  other  diseases,  and  requiring 
the  use  of  an  amendeded  Form  of  Notification  Certificate  for  these 
diseases.  The  new  Regulations  came  in  force  on  March  1st,  1918. 

C  erebro-Spinal  Fever. — An  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  and 
a  Circular  were  issued  giving  power  to  county  councils  to  provide 
serum  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  this  disease  and  for 
the  examination  of  persons  suspected  to  be  suffering  therefrom  or  who 
had  been  in  contact  with  the  disease.  (This  Order  was  rescinded  in 
1919  and  an  amending  Order  issued). 

Influenza. — Orders  were  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board  on 
November  18th  and  22nd  relating  to  the  control  of  this  disease  more 
especially  as  to  places  of  public  entertainment,  but  these  Orders  were 
both  rescinded  by  a  subsequent  Order. 

Circulars  dealing  with  Epidemic  Influenza  and  Catarrh  were  also 
issued  by  the  Board  on  Oct.  22nd  and  Nov.  4th,  1918. 

Encephalitis „ — On  December  17th  an  Order  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  was  issued  requiring  the  notification,  “for  one  year  from  Jan. 
1st,  1919,"  by  medical  practitioners  of  cases  of  Acute  Encephalitis 
Lethargica  and  Acute  Polio-Encephalitis. 

Blind  Persons — Register  of.— A  circular  to  county  councils  and 
local  sanitary  authorities  was  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
asking  for  the  co-operation  of  the  above  authorities  and  their  officials 
in  compiling  a  register  of  all  blind  persons  in  their  respective  areas  in 
accordance  with  the  recommendations  contained  in  the  Departmental 
Committee’s  Report  on  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind. 

Housing . — The  following  circulars  were  issued  (Local  Government 
Board)  on  the  dates  and  dealing  with  the  matters  specified  : — March 
18th,  housing  schemes  at  the  end  of  the  war;  May  28th,  suggestions  as 
to  plans  of  buildings  in  housing  schemes;  Nov.  14th,  urgency  of  pre¬ 
paration  of  housing  schemes  in  view  of  the  cessation  of  hostilities. 

Maternity  and  Child  W elfdre. — An  important  circular  was  issued 
on  Aug.  9th  by  the  Local  Government  Board  in  which  many  valuable 
suggestions  were  made  as  to  how  the  legislative  powers  of  county  and 
local  authorities  may  best  be  utilised. 

Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order. — By  this  Order  of  the  Ministry 
of  Food,  dated  Feb.  8th,  1918,  local  authorities  under  the  Notification 
of  Births  Act,  1907,  were  empowered  to  make  arrangements  for  the 
supply  of  milk  and  food  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  of  milk 
for  children  under  five  years  of  age,  and  in  necessitous  cases,  on  the 
certificate  of  the  medical  officer  of  health  and  other  authorised  persons, 
for  the  supply  of  food  and  milk  by  local  authorities  at  less  than  cost 
price,  or  free. 
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Sugar — Supply  to  Child  Welfare  Centres. — In  a  memorandum 
dated  Oct.  15th,  1918,  the  Local  Government  Board  stated  that 
arrangements  had  been  made  for  an  extra  supply  of  sugar  for  young 
children  who  were  being  artificially  fed  and  who  were  regularly  brought 
to  a  Centre. 

Hospitals  and  Homes.  —  Mothers  and  Young  Children.  —  Thi^ 
Memorandum  (Aug.  16th,  1918)  sets  out  the  conditions  which  should 
be  observed  as  regards  all  hospitals  and  homes  maintained  by  voluntary 
societies  in  respect  of  which  a  grant  is  claimed  and  emphasises  certain 
essentials  as  to  the  provision  and  administration  of  these  establishments. 

I  have  again  to  acknowledge  the  valuable  assistance  given  me  from 
time  to  time  by  medical  officers  of  health,  surveyors  and  sanitary  inspec¬ 
tors  and  the  whole-hearted  co-operation  of  my  staff. 

I  am,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Hembroogh. 


THE  ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY. 


Area. 

The  area  of  the  County  is  1,278,690  acres,  divided  as  follows  : — 
Boroughs,  10,144  acres;  urban  districts,  64,119  acres;  rural  districts, 
1,204,427  acres. 


Population. 

The  civil  population  of  Northumberland  (exclusive  of  the  county 
boroughs  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne  and  Tynemouth)  was  estimated  by  the 
Registrar-General  to  be  355,021  in  the  middle  of  1918.  On  this  popula¬ 
tion  the  mortality  rates  are  calculated. 

The  population  on  which  the  birth  rate  is  calculated  was  estimated  by 
the  Registrar-General  to  be  397,788,  being  the  population  estimated  to 
the  middle  of  1914  plus  the  natural  increase  (excess  of  births  over  deaths) 
to  the  middle  of  1918 


Changes  in  Area. 

No  alteration  in  the  area  of  sanitary  districts  or  of  the  administrative 
county  was  made  during  the  year  under  review. 

Boroughs,  Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  and  Port  Sanitary 

Authorities. 

The  County  at  the  end  of  1918  was  divided  for  the  purpose  of  sanitary 
administration  into  31  districts,  three  of  which  were  municipal  boroughs, 
eighteen  urban  districts,  and  ten  rural  districts.  There  are  also  theBlyth 
and  Tyne  Port  Sanitary  Authorities.  The  authorities  for  the  Tweed  and 
Coquet  Ports  are  the  Council  of  the  Borough  of  Berwick-on-Tweed  and 
the  Amble  Urban  District  Council  respectively. 

Boroughs. 

Berwick-on-Tweed,  Morpeth  and  Wallsend. 

The  civil  population  of  the  boroughs  was  estimated  to  be  60,666  in  the 
middle  of  1918. 


Urban  Districts. 

Alnwick,  Amble,  Ashington,  Bedlingtonshire,  Blyth,  Cramlington, 
Earsdon,  Gosforth,  Hexham,  Longbenton,  Newbiggin-by-the-Sea, 
Newburn,  Prudhoe,  Bothbury,  Seaton  Delaval,  Seghill,  Weetslade  and 
Whitley  and  Monkseaton. 

The  civil  poplation  of  the  urban  districts  was  estimatel  to  be  264,893 
in  the  middle  of  1918 


Rural  Districts. 

Alnwick,  Belford,  Bellingham,  Castle  Ward,  Glendale,  Haltwhistle, 
Hexham,  Morpeth,  Norham  and  Islandshires  and  Rothbury. 

The  civil  population  of  the  rural  districts  was  estimated  to  be  90,128. 

The  area  and  population  of  each  sanitary  district  in  the  administrative 
county  will  be  found  in  a  table  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

Births. 

According  to  the  statistics  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  the  net 
births  belonging  to  the  administrative  county  numbered  8,571  (6,818  of 
which  occurred  in  urban  and  1,753  in  rural  districts). 

The  birth  rate  for  the  county  was  21'54  (20'39  in  1917  and  21'91  in 
1916). 
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The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  rates  : — 


Birth  rate. 

Increase 
since  1917. 

D^ciease 
since  1917. 

Mean  rate 
1909-1918. 

Administrative  County  ... 

21-54 

1*15 

25-01 

Urban  districts  ... 

2297 

163 

— 

26-63 

Rural  districts 

1736 

— 

0-21 

21-06 

England  and  Wales 

17-7 

— 

OT 

22-4 

Deaths, 


Net  deaths.—  According  to  information  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General  the  net  deaths  numbered  6,129  (4,648  in  urban  and  1,481  in 
rural  districts)*. 

Transferable  deaths. — 630  inward  and  378  outward  transfers  were 
reported,  being  a  net  balance  of  252  inward  transfers. 

Registered  deaths. — The  deaths  registered  numbered  5,877  (4,450  in 
urban  and  1,427  in  rural  districts). 

Rates. — As  the  net  deaths  do  not  include  those  of  men  serving  with  the 
forces  the  mortality  rates  have  been  calculated  on  the  civil  population. 


The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  rates  : — 


Death  rate. 

Increase 
since  1917. 

Decrease 
since  1917. 

Mean  rates 
1909-1918, 

Administrative  County  ... 

17*26 

3*66 

14*43 

Urban  districts  ... 

17-54 

366 

— 

14-43 

Rural  districts 

16*43 

3-67 

— 

14"44 

England  and  Wales 

17-6 

3  2 

— 

145 

Details  of  the  deaths  and  death  rates  in  the  several  districts  are  given 
in  the  table  at  the  end  of  this  report. 


Infant  Mortality. 


Number 

of 

deaths. 

Death 
rate  per 
1000  births 

Increase 

since 

1917. 

Decrease 

since 

1917. 

Mean 

rates 

1909-1918. 

Administrative  County  ... 

871 

101 

110 

Urban  districts 

726 

106 

— 

4 

118 

Rural  districts 

145 

82 

16 

— 

88 

England  and  Wales 

64,468 

97 

— 

— 

105 

Deaths  under  5  Years  and  at  65  Years  and  Upwards. 
The  rates  (per  1,000  population)  were  as  follows  ; — 


Under  65  years  and 
5  years.  upwards. 

Administrative  County  ...  ...  4‘2  4*3 

Urban  districts  ...  ...  ...  4  8  3’9 

Rural  districts  .  2"  3  6"  4 

Infectious  Diseases. 


The  returns  received  by  the  county  medical  officer  under  Article  XIX. 
(13)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (outside  London)  Order  indicate  that  the 
cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  in  the  Administrative  County  num¬ 
bered  4,036  ((3,313  in  urban  and  723  in  rural  districts). 

The  attack  rate  per  1,000  of  population  in  the  Administrative  County 
was  1T3,  in  the  boroughs  and  urban  districts  12'5,  and  in  the  rural 
districts  8'0. 
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The  accompanying  table  indicates  the  nature  and  distribution  of  the 
cases  notified  : — 


Sanitary  districts. 

Smallpox. 

— 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria  and 
Membranous  Croup 

Enteiic  Fever. 

Typhus  Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Relapsing  and 

Continued 

Fever. 

Cerebro  Spinal 
Meningitis. 

Poliomyelitis. 

Erysipelas. 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Other  Forms  of 

Tuberculosis. 

Total  number  notified ! 
excluding  measles. 

Measles. 

Total  including 
measles. 

Municipal  Boroughs — 
Ber  wick-on-Tweed 

13 

6 

4 

3 

1 

20 

3 

50 

56 

106 

Morpeth 

— 

7 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- — 

— 

— 

14 

2 

16 

W  allsen  d 

— 

88 

33 

o 

LX 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

14 

2 

73 

20 

235 

350 

585 

Urban  Districts — 

Alnwick 

— 

2 

8 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

12 

2 

14 

Amble  ... 

— 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

25 

18 

43 

Ashington 

— 

76 

49 

87 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

18 

7 

52 

21 

323 

39 

362 

Bedlingtonshire 

— 

10 

15 

146 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

7 

73 

17 

278 

33 

311 

Blyth  ...  . 

— 

22 

12 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

10 

30 

19 

123 

223 

346 

Cramliugton 

— 

9 

17 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

3 

34 

42 

76 

Earsdon  . 

— 

.10 

20 

o 

O 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

8 

13 

60 

67 

127 

Gosfortli  . 

— 

36 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

6 

— 

8 

— 

56 

205 

261 

Hexham 

— 

25 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

o 

O 

— 

3 

1 

38 

267 

305 

Longbenton 

— 

24 

26 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

9 

3 

11 

11 

84 

37 

121 

Newbiggin-by-the-Sea. . . 

— 

4 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

8 

2 

10 

Newbuvn 

— 

40 

47 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

— 

18 

11 

125 

43 

168 

Prudhoe 

— 

22 

24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

4 

— 

59 

30 

89 

Rothbury 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5 

— 

11 

l 

12 

Seaton  Delaval 

— 

25 

6 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

9 

4 

5 

3 

53 

20 

73 

Seghill . 

— 

— 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

26 

1 

27 

Weetslade 

— 

4 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

11 

0 

51 

104 

155 

Whitley  &  Monkseaton 

— 

35 

9 

4 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

1 

19 

6 

83 

36 

119 

Rural  Districts — 
Alnwick 

15 

4 

_ 

_ 

3 

4 

2 

28 

• 

63 

Belford 

— 

3 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

1 

1 

— 

10 

5 

15 

Bellingham 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

3 

— 

5 

62 

67 

Castle  Ward  ... 

— 

10 

23 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

1 

11 

9 

64 

131 

195 

Glendale 

— 

6 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

2 

— 

25 

6 

31 

Halt  whistle  ... 

— 

2 

1 

2 

5 

10 

15 

Hexham 

— 

37 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— ■ 

14 

2 

64 

167 

231 

Morpeth 

— 

18 

7 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

2 

4 

2 

43 

13 

56 

Norham  &  Islaudshires 

— 

2 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

1 

14 

10 

21 

Rothbury  . 

— ■ 

1 

— 

1 

• — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

1 

9 

t 

16 

Port  Sanitary 
Authorities  — 

River  Tyne  Port 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

o 

O 

River  Blyth  Port 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

*  - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

7 

Totals 

— 

568 

405 

282 

— 

6 

— 

3 

— 

155 

43 

391 

157 

2010 

2026 

4036 

The  highest  rates  (per  1,000  population)  from  the  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  were  stated  bv  the  Registrar-General  to  be  as  follows  :• — 

o 

Scarlet  fever. — Rothbury  urban  9'34,  Amble  5'85,  Hexham  urban  3'38 
and  Ashington  3'08i. 

Diphtheria. — Seghill  11'60,  Weetslade  4'10,  Rothbury  urban  3'73  and 
Prudhoe  3' 23. 

Enteric  fever. — Bedlingtonshire  6'28,  Ashington  3'48,  Berwick  0'37 
and  Blyth  O' 36. 

Puerperal  fever. — Rothbury  rural  0'25,  Alnwick  urban  O' 17  and 
Wallsend  0'05. 

Erysipelas. — Amble  2'04,  Seaton  Delaval  1'87,  Castle  Ward  1'02  and 
Prudhoe  O' 99. 

The  attack  rates  (per  1,000  population)  for  England  and  Wales,  for  the 
administrative  county  of  Northumberland  and  for  other  administrative 
counties  in  which  infectious  diseases  were  chiefly  prevalent  were  as 
follows  : — 

Scarlet  fever  —England  and  Wales  1'44 ;  Northumberland  1*59 ;  Soke 
of  Peterborough  3'03 ;  Denbigh  2'76,  Durham  2'75,  Westmorland  2'46. 
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Diphtheria.-  -England  and  Wales  1*31;  Northumberland  1*13;  Bed¬ 
fordshire  2*49,  Northampton  2"06,  Cornwall  1*88,  Kent  1*65  . 

Durham  1*19. 

Enteric  fever. — England  and  Wales  0*13;  Northumberland  0*76;  Lin¬ 
colnshire  (Kesteven)  0*33,  Isle  of  Ely  0*31,  Cornwall  0*29,  Rutland  0*28 
.  .  Durham  0*21. 

Puerperal  fever. — England  and  Wales  0*04 ;  Northumberland  0*01  ; 
Shropshire  0*06,  Brecknock  0*06,  Worcester  0*05,  Radnor  0*05 
Durham  0*02. 

Erysipelas. — England  and  Wales  0*37  ;  Northumberland  0*45  ;  Merio¬ 
nethshire  0*51,  Nottinghamshire  0*48,  Lancashire  0*47,  Westmorland  0*44 
.  .  Durham  0*40. 

Among  administrative  counties  in  England  and  Wales  the  attack  rate 
in  Northumberland  from  the  principal  infectious  diseases  ranked  as 
follows  : — 

Scarlet  fever  7th  highest;  Diphtheria,  20th;  Enteric  fever,  the 
highest ;  Puerperal  fever,  41ist ;  Erysipelas,  4th. 

As  regards  notifications  of  the  following  diseases,  Northumberland 
ranked  as  under : — 

Cerebro-spinal  fever,  33rd;  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  18th ;  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  17th ;  other  tuberculous  diseases,  13th.  No  case  of 
Poliomyelitis  was  notified. 


Zymotic  Diseases. 

The  zymotic  diseases  which  are  generally  notifiable  are  Small-pox, 
Scarlatina,  Diphtheria,  Fevers  (Typhus,  Enteric,  Continued,  and 
Relapsing)  and  Measles.  The.  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases,  upon 
.  which  the  zymotic  death  rate  is  calculated,  are  the  five  just  mentioned, 
and  in  addition  Whooping  Cough  and  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under 
2  years). 

Three  hundred  and  eighty-two  deaths  were  caused  by  the  seven  prin¬ 
cipal  zymotic  diseases,  being  an  increase  of  34  compared  with  the  number 
registered  in  1917.  Of  these  deaths  340  took  place  in  the  urban  and  42 
in  the  rural  districts. 


The  three  zymotic  diseases  which  caused  the  greatest  mortality  were  : 


Diseases. 

Number  of 
deaths  in  1918. 

Number  of 
deaths  in  1817. 

Number  of 
deaths  in  1916. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under 

114 

109 

96 

2  jmars) 

Whooping  Cough 

97 

83 

54 

Diphtheria... 

71 

54 

44 

As  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  and  Whooping  Cough  are  not  generally 
notifiable,  no  information  can  be  given  as  to  the  number  of  cases  which 
occurred. 


The  comparative  rates  for  zymotic  diseases  are  set  out  in  the  following 
table  : — • 


Death 

Kate. 

Increase  since 
1917. 

Decrease  since 
1917. 

Administrative  County 

1*07 

0*10 

Urban  districts 

1*28 

0*14 

— 

Rural  districts  ... 

0*46 

— 

— 

England  and  W ales  ... 

0*95 

Oil 

— 
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Table  shewing  death  rates,  per  1,000  living,  from  each  of  the  seven 
principal  zymotic  diseases  for  the  five  years  ended  Dec.  31st,  1913  : — 


Diseases. 

1914. 

1915. 

1916. 

1917. 

1918. 

Increase 

1918-1917. 

Decrease 

1918-1917. 

Smallpox  ... 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Scarlatina  ... 

OT75 

0-126 

0-050 

0-039 

0019 

— 

0-020 

Diphtheria 

0'162 

0  167 

0-123 

0151 

0-199 

0048 

— 

Enteric  Eever 

0-086 

0-035 

0*039 

0-042 

0-126 

0-084 

— 

Measles 

0-078 

0-842 

0-207 

0-196 

0-135 

— 

0-060 

Whooping  Cough 

0-149 

0-387 

0-151 

0-232 

0-273 

0-041 

— 

Diarrhoea&  Enteritis 
(under  2  years) 

0-691 

0-488 

0-268 

0-305 

0*476 

0-171 

— 

Cases  of  zymotic  diseases  notified  from  each  district  : — 


Number  of  per¬ 
sons  per  1000, 
attacked  by 
zymotic 
diseases 
notified.* 

Mortality  rate 
per  1000  from 
zymotic 
diseases 
notified  or 
ascertained. 

Mortality  rates. 

District. 

Number 
of  cases 
notified. 

Increase 
since  1917. 

Decrease 
since  1917. 

Urban. 

Alnwick 

12 

1-9 

0-49 

0-33 

Amble 

49 

124 

0-25 

— 

0  51 

Ashington 

252 

io-o 

2-52 

1-00 

Bedlingtonshire 

204 

8-8 

1-90 

0-68 

— 

Ber  wick-on-Tweed, boro’  of 

81 

75 

0-64 

0-28 

— 

Blyth  . 

279 

9-9 

1-60 

0-87 

— 

Cramlington 

66 

8-7 

0-79 

0-14 

— — 

Earsdon 

96 

9*5 

1-39 

— 

0-10 

Gosforth 

254 

173 

0-68 

— 

0-20 

Hexham 

298 

40-2 

2-56 

1-90 

— 

Longbenton 

87 

6-9 

1-36 

— 

0-80 

Morpeth,  boro’  of 

14 

2-2 

1-75 

— 

0  19 

Newbiggin-by-the-Sea  ... 

8 

1-4 

0-88 

0T6 

— 

Newburn 

132 

6-7 

0-96 

— 

0‘30 

Prudhoe  ... 

76 

9'4 

0-99 

050 

— 

Rothbury 

5 

46 

0-93 

0-93 

— - 

Seaton  Delaval  ... 

48 

7-4 

0-46 

— 

1-38 

Seghill . 

22 

12-1 

7-18 

6-65 

— 

Wallsend,  boro’  of 

474 

10-8 

0-82 

— 

1-27 

Weetslade 

139 

227 

1-47 

020 

— 

Whitley  &  Monkseaton. 

85 

4-8 

034 

— 

005 

Rural. 

Alnwick 

52 

49 

0-28 

— 

0-28 

Belford  ... 

12 

29 

0-24 

0'24 

— 

Bellingham 

50 

99 

0-39 

0-39 

— 

Castle  Ward 

173 

17-6 

081 

— 

0-28 

Glendale 

26 

35 

0-26 

013 

— 

Haltwhistle 

12 

1-3 

P34 

1-34 

— 

Hexham 

208 

10-5 

025 

— 

0-28 

Morpeth 

39 

2-5 

052 

— 

0  21 

Norham  &  Islandshires... 

19 

35 

0-19 

— 

0-20 

Rothbury 

9 

2-2 

nil 

0-25 

*  Exclusive  of  Whooping  cough  and  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis,  the  attack  rate  for  which 
eannot  he  ascertained,  owing  to  these  diseases  uot  being  generally  notified. 
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Small-pox,  Cholera,  Plague,  Anthrax  (in  human  subjects). 
No  cases  were  reported. 

Typhus  Fever. 

No  case  was  notified  ;  one  death  occurred. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis. 

Three  cases  weire  notified  ;  two  deaths  occurred. 


Poliomyelitis. 

No  cases  were  notified;  one  death  occurred. 

Chicken-pox. 

Chicken-pox  was  reported  from  five  isanitary  districts ;  the  chief 
interest  in  connection  with  the  disease  is  its  resemblance  to  a  very 
modified  type  of  Small-pox. 


Scarlatina. 


The  notifications  numbered  568  (474  from  urban  and  94  from  rural 
districts).  The  mortality  from  this  disease  was  7  (5  deaths  occurring 
in  urban  and  2  in  rural  districts).  In  1917,  14  deaths  were  reported 
and  in  1916,  18. 


Deatli  rate 
per  1000 
population. 

Increase 

since 

1917. 

Decrease 

since 

1917. 

Attack  rate 
per  1000 
living. 

Administrative  County 

0019 

0-020 

1-6 

Urban  districts 

0-019 

— 

0007 

1-8 

Rural  districts 

0-022 

— 

0-056 

1-0 

England  and  Wales 

0-03 

001 

1-4 

The  greatest  number  of  cases  occurred  in  the  borough  of  Wallsend 
(88),  the  urban  districts  of  Ashington  (76)  and  Newburn  (40),  and  the 
rural  district  of  Hexham  (37). 

Enteric  Fever. 

Two  hundred  and  eighty -two  cases  (269  in  urban  and  13  in  rural  dis¬ 
tricts)  were  notified,  resulting  in  45  deaths  (afl  in  urban  districts).  In 
1917  the  mortality  was  15  and  in  1916,  14. 


Death  rate 
pier  1000 
population. 

Increase 

since 

1917. 

Decrease 

since 

1917. 

Attack  rate 
per  1000 
living. 

Administrative  County 

0-126 

0-084 

0-79 

Urban  districts 

0-169 

0-124 

— 

101 

Rural  districts 

Nil. 

— 

0033 

014 

England  and  Wales 

003 

' 

— 

013 

The  greatest  number  of  cases  occurred  in  the  urban  districts  of  Bed- 
lingtonshire  (146),  Ashington  (87)  and  Blyth  (17). 
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Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. 

Tliu  notifications  numbered  405  (339  from  urban  and  66  from  rural 
districts).  The  diseases  (one  or  both)  were  notified  from  29  districts 
and  one  port  authority  (28  'in  1917). 

Seventy-one  deaths  occurred  (58  in  urban  and  13  in  rural  districts). 


Death  rate 
per  1000 
population. 

Increase 

since 

1917. 

Decease 

since 

1917. 

Attack  rate 
per  1000 
living. 

Administrative  County 

0*199 

0048 

1-14 

Urban  districts 

0-219 

0-054 

— 

1-28 

Rural  districts 

0-144 

0033 

— 

0  51 

England  and  Wales 

0-14 

001 

— 

1  31 

Measles. 

The  notifications  numbered  2,026  (1,578  from  urban  and  448  from  rural 
districts).  Forty-eight  deaths  occurred  (44  in  urban  and  4  in  rural  dis¬ 
tricts)  ;  70  deaths  were  reported  in  1917  and  74  in  1916. 


Death 

Rate 

per  1,000. 

Increase  since 

1917. 

Decrease  since 

1917. 

Administrative  County 

0-13 

006 

Urban  districts 

0-16 

— 

0-08 

Rural  districts 

0*04 

0-02 

England  and  Wales  ... 

0-28 

— 

002 

Whooping  Cough. 

The  deaths  numbered  97  (81  in  urban  and 

16  in  rural 

districts)  ;  78 

deaths  were  reported  in  1917  and  54 

in  1916. 

Death 
Rate 
per  1,000. 

Increase  since 

1917. 

Decrease  since 
1917. 

Administrative  County 

0273 

0-041 

Urban  districts 

0-305 

0-013 

— 

Rural  districts 

0177 

0-122 

— 

England  and  Wales  ... 

0-29 

016 

— 

Puerperal  Fever. 

This  disease  caused  7  deaths  (all  in  urban  districts)  compared  with  9 
in  1917  and  11  in  1916. 


Death 

Rate 
per  1,000. 

Increase  since 
1917. 

Decrease  since 
1917. 

Administrative  County 

0-019 

_ 

0-014 

Urban  districts 

0-026 

— 

0-007 

Rural  districts 

o-ooo 

— 

0033 

14 


Erysipelas. 

The  deaths  numbered  11  (10  in  urban  and  1  in  rural  districts).  Two 
deaths  occurred  in  1917  and  7  in  1916. 


Death 

Increase  since 

Decrease  since 

Bate, 
per  1,000. 

1917. 

1917. 

Administrative  County 

0031 

0-026 

Urban  districts 

0-037 

— 

0-034 

Rural  districts 

0011 

— 

0-000 

Diarrhcea  and  Enteritis. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  all  ages  was  169  (156  in  urban  and  13  in 
rural  districts).  In  1917,  157  deaths  occurred  and  in  1916,  153. 


Death 
Bate, 
per  1,000. 

Increase  since 

1917. 

Deciease  since 
1917. 

Administrative  County 

0-47 

0-03 

Urban  districts 

0-58 

0-07 

— 

Rural  districts 

0-14 

— 

0-07 

The  deaths  from  this  cause,  under  2  years  of  age,  numbered  114  (109 
in  1917  and  96  in  1916);  107  occurred  in  urban  and  7  in  rural  districts. 


Tuberculosis. 


Phthisis. 

Other  tubercular 
diseases. 

Total  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis. 

Year. 

Deaths. 

Death  Bate 
per  100,000 
living'. 

Deaths. 

Death  Bate 
per  100,000 
living. 

Deaths. 

Death  Bate 
per  100,000 
living. 

1914 

360 

91 

180 

46 

540 

137 

1915 

376 

103 

197 

54 

573 

157 

1916 

394 

110 

187 

52 

581 

162 

1917  ... 

378 

106 

194 

54 

572 

160 

1918 

434 

122 

164 

46 

598 

168 

Mean 

1909-1918 

372 

100 

193 

52 

565 

152 

Of  the  598  deaths  caused  by  Tuberculosis  452  occurred  in  boroughs 
and  urban  districts  (population  264,893)  and  146  rural  districts  (popu¬ 
lation  90,128).  During  the  five  years  1914-1918  inclusive  the  average 
mortality  from  all  forms  of  tubercular  diseases  was  156  and  from 
Phthisis  106  per  100,000;  during  the  preceding  quinquennial  period  the 
average  rates  were  147  and  94  respeceively  per  100,000. 
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The  provision  in  the  administrative  county  for  institutional  treatment 
of  Tuberculosis  consisted  of  62  beds  at  the  Sanatorium  at  Barrasford, 
20  at  Fellside  Sanatorium,  Hexham,  and  200  at  the  Sanatorium  at  Stan- 
nington  ;  also  five  dispensaries,  viz.,  at  Hexham,  Wallsend,  Newburn, 
Blyth  and  Ashingtan,  at  which  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  Nurse 
attended  weekly. 


The  county  council  continued  to  give  effect  to  the  arrangement  made 
with  the  Northumberland  Insurance  Committee  during  the  preceding 
year  under  which  the  county  council  undertook  to  provide  institutional 
treatment  for  all  suitable  applicants,  whether  insured  or  uninsured  in 
accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  “  Hobhouse  letter  ”  and  with  the 
scheme  sanctioned  by  the  county  council  before  the  war.  The  council 
undertook  to  provide  111  beds  but  the  beds  actually  occupied  during 
the  year  considerably  exceeded  this  number. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  open  the  Ashington  Dispensary  two  days 
each  week.  Attempts  to  secure  premises  in  the  Bedlingtonshire  urban 
district  for  use  as  a  dispensary  were  unsuccessful. 


Phthisis. 


Of  the  434  deaths  caused  by  this  disease  321  occurred  in  urban  and 
113  in  rural  districts.  The  number  of  deaths  in  1917  was  378  and  in 


1916.  394. 


Administrative  County 
Urban  districts 
Rural  districts 


Death 
Rate 
per  1,000. 

Increase  since 
1917. 

Decrease  since 
1917. 

1-22 

0T6 

— 

.  .  . 

1*21 

on 

— 

1'25 

032 

— 

The  deaths  from  Phthisis  in  the  administrative  county  during  the  last 
five  years  have  averaged  106  per  100,000,  which  is  more  than  all  the 
deaths  arising  from  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Enteric  Fever,  Measles, 
and  Whooping  Cough,  which  only  averaged  84  per  100,000  during  the 
same  period. 

Respiratory  Diseases. 


Respiratory  diseases  (exclusive  of  Phthisis)  caused  838  deaths  in  the 
administrative  county  during  the  year;  670  occurred  in  the  urban  and 
168  in  the  rural  districts. 


The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  rates  : — 


Death 
Rate 
per  1,000. 

Increase  since 

1917. 

Decrease  since 
1917. 

Administrative  County 

236 

0T2 

— 

Urban  districts 

2-53 

0T2 

— 

Rural  districts 

1-86 

0-41 

— 

Influenza. 

Two  severe  outbreaks  occurred,  viz.,  during  June  and  November. 
Eleven  hundred  and  twenty-one  deaths  were  recorded  (840  in  urban 
and  281  in  rural  districts)  as  directly  attributable  to  this  disease.  The 
deaths  during  1917  numbered  59. 


Death 
Rate 
per  1,000. 

Increrse  since 
1917. 

Deerease  since 
1917. 

Administrative  County 

3T6 

3-00 

Urban  districts 

3T7 

3-06 

— 

Rural  districts 

3  12 

2-87 

— 

The  prevalence  of  Influenza  undoubtedly  contributed  to  the  increased 
mortalitv  from  respiratory  diseases  indicated  above. 
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Bacteriological  Examinations. 

The  number  of  specimens  sent  for  examination  during  the  year  was  1,333, 
compared  with  1,369  in  1917,  and  1,826  in  1916. 

The  facilities  provided  by  the  county  council  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  in  cases  of  suspected  Phthisis,  Diphtheria  and  Enteric  Eever  continued 
to  be  appreciated  by  practitioners  throughout  the  administrative  county. 

Specimens  from  suspected  cases  of  one  or  more  of  the  above  diseases  were 
received,  during  the  year,  from  every  sanitary  district  in  the  administrative 
county,  with  the  exception  of  the  boro’  of  Morpeth  and  the  urban  district 
of  Seghill. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  distribution  of  the  specimens  among  the 
sanitary  districts  from  which  they  were  received. 


Diphtheria. 

Tuber¬ 

culosis. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Total 

specimens 

examined. 

Sanitary  Districts. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

1  Positive. 

Negative. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Total . 

Municipal  Boroughs. 

Berwick-on-Twced 

1 

2 

6 

7 

- — 

— 

7 

9 

16 

Morpeth 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

Wallsend 

30 

113 

23 

67 

2 

4 

55 

184 

239 

Urban  Districts. 

Alnwick... 

5 

4 

3 

5 

— 

- — 

8 

9 

17 

Amble 

1 

— 

— 

2 

_ 

— 

1 

2 

3 

Asliington 

4 

17 

9 

51 

36 

17 

49 

85 

134 

Bedlingtonshire 

18 

30 

1 

21 

64 

90 

83 

141 

224 

Blyth  . 

1 

4 

9 

18 

6 

9 

16 

31 

47 

Cramlington 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1 

3 

4 

Earsdon  ... 

1 

7 

2 

7 

— 

1 

3 

15 

18 

Gosfortk 

2 

21 

9 

11 

— 

2 

11 

34 

45 

Hexham... 

4 

17 

6 

15 

— 

3 

10 

35 

45 

Longbentdn 

24 

84 

6 

27 

— 

1 

30 

112 

112 

Newbiggin-by-the-Sea 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Newburn 

4 

16 

7 

20 

— 

6 

11 

42 

53 

Prudhoe  ... 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— - 

2 

o 

-J 

4 

Botlibury 

— 

5 

3 

4 

— 

— 

3 

9 

12 

Seaton  Delaval... 

— 

3 

5 

3 

--r— 

— 

5 

6 

11 

Seghill  ... 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Weetslade 

2 

18 

1 

23 

1 

3 

4 

44 

48 

Whitley  &  Monkseaton 

5 

15 

2 

9 

1 

1 

8 

25 

33 

Bural  Districts. 

Alnwick  ... 

1 

6 

2 

6 

— 

2 

3 

14 

17 

Belford  ... 

3 

4 

1 

2 

— 

— 

4 

6 

10 

Bellingham 

— 

12 

7 

9 

— 

2 

7 

23 

30 

Castle  Ward 

10 

21 

3 

17 

2 

8 

15 

46 

61 

Glendale... 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

4 

7 

Haltwnistle 

1 

4 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

5 

7 

Hexham 

5 

29 

14 

26 

— 

1 

19 

56 

75 

Morpeth... 

— 

4 

— 

13 

2 

— 

2 

17 

19 

Norham  &  Islandshire 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

3 

4 

Botlibury 

— 

1 

1 

4 

— 

— 

1 

5 

6 

Totals 

126 

442 

124 

377 

114 

150 

364 

969 

1333 

Isolation  Hospitals. 


The  accommodation  provided  in  the  administrative  county  for  the 
isolation  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  was  practically  the  same  as  set 
out  in  the  annual  reports  for  1914  and  1915. 
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The  rural  districts  of  Bellingham  and  Haltwbistle,  with  an  estimated 
population  of  14,009,  were  still  without  facilities  for  isolating  cases  of 
infectious  disease. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 


The  samples  taken  for  analysis  under  the  above  Acts,  the  results  of  the 
analysis  and  the  percentage  of  samples  adulterated  are  shown  in  the 
following  table  : — 


No.  of  | 

Samples 

taken. 

Description  of  Article. 

Result  of  Analysis- 

Per¬ 
centage  of ! 
Samples 
Not 

Genuine. 

V  endor 
Prosecuted . 

Convic¬ 
tions  in¬ 
cluding 
cases  dis¬ 
missed  on 
payment 
of  costs. 

Genuine. 

Not  Genuine. 

Doubtful. 

142 

Milk  . 

116 

26 

__ 

22*4 

20 

11 

10 

Coffee 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Ground  Rice 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Baking  Powder  ... 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Cocoa 

8 

1 

— 

11*17 

— 

— 

8 

Margarine 

1 

— 

7# 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Jams 

7 

1 

— 

12*5 

— 

— 

8 

Lard 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Pepper 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Butter 

4 

2* 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Vinegar  ... 

5 

1 

— 

16*6 

1 

1 

6 

Ensom  Salts 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Corn  Flour 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Bread 

5 

— 

— 

— 

■ — - 

— 

5 

Oatmeal  ... 

5 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Mustard  ... 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Self-raising  Flour 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Flour 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Cream  of  Tartar 

4 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

3 

Ground  Ginger  ... 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Dried  Eggs 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Honey 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Golden  Syrup 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Egg  Powder 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Cinnamon 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Other  foods  (one  each)  . . . 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Other  drugs  (one  each)... 

7 

1 

— 

295 

Total  Samples  ... 

257 

29 

9 

9*8 

21 

12 

*  These  were  classified  as  “  doubtful  ”  by  the  Public  Analyst  owing-  to  the 
presence  of  undeclared  preservatives. 


The  percentages  of  samples  found  on  analysis  to  be  “not  genuine  ” 
for  the  nine  previous  years,  1909-17  inclusive,  were  as  follows  : — 11*9- 
9‘05,  14*2,  7'2,  11*7,  11. *9,  10'9,  7’9,  10*9;  for  1918  as  shown  above  9*8. 

The  above  fable  relates  to  the  whole  of  the  administrative  county 
except  the  borough  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed,  which  is  a  separate 
authority  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  No  report  as  to  the 
administration  of  these  Acts  in  the  borough  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed  was 
received. 

No  samples  were  taken  for  the  purposes  of  the  Public  Health  (Milk 
and  Cream)  Regulations,  1912,  all  the  samples  included  in  the  above 
tabular  statement  having  been  purchased  in  accordance  with  the 
formalities  required  by  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  No  informal 
samples  were  taken. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. 

The  continuation  of  the  war  throughout  almost  the  entire  period  of 
the  year  under  review  precludes  any  report  as  to  administrative  action 
under  this  head.  As  in  the  previous  year  no  attempt  was  made  to 
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1. — Berwick-on-Tweed 

C.  L.  Fraser,  f.r.c.p.,  f.r.c.s.  Ed.,  d.p.h. 

6,396 

13,075 

12,092 

10,792 

216 

14 
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46 
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17 

2 

2 

16 
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25 

13 

19 
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1 
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i 

5 

6 

i 

51 

225 

17*86 

20-85 

18  99  ^ 

0-64 

t-57 

2-96 

64*8 

... 

4-98 

0-28 

107  j 

9-9 

Yea 

10 

19*6 

i 

2. — Morpeth . 

J.  Austin  Dickie,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Deputy)  ... 

328 

7,436 

7,038 

6,281 

141 

23 

146 

... 

2 

3 

17 

11 

2 

8 

10 

i 

14 

6 

11 

3 

6 

i 

1 

... 

1 

i 

12 

4 

2 

30 

... 

... 

146 

20-03 

23-24 

23-07 

1-75 

1-75 

2-70 

163-1 

... 

5-61 

— 

0-19 

16 

2-5 

Yes 

8 

571 

2 

3. — Wallsend  . 
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43,593 
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6 

1 

7 

7 

233 
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65 

5 

25 

34 

2 

9 

52 

45 

89 

9 

15 

i 
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i 

21 

3 

... 

53 

18 

2 

L48 

i 

855 

27-14 

19-61 

20-43 

0-82 

1-49 

3-20 

111-6 

3-88 

1-27 

606 

13-9 

Yes  1 

121 

46-9  , 

3 

Urban  Districts— 

1.— Alnwick . 

B.  W.  E.  Trevor  Koper,  mb.,  Ch.B.,  m.r.c.s., 
l.r.c.p. 

D.  Welsh,  l.r.c.p.,  l.r.c.s.,  l.f.p.s. 
(Deputy) 

M.  Bruce,  m.b.,  c.m . 

4,777 

7,041 

6,727 

6,004 

146 

10 

106 

2 

21 

9 

2 

2 

6 

i 

6 

2 

10 

3 

1 

1 

1 

5 

2 

i 

29 

2 

106 

21-70 

17-65 

15-99 

0-49 

1-49 

1-99 

68-5 

1-31 

0-33 

“1 

2-3 

Yes 

2  1 

16-6 

1 

2. — Amble  . 

1,258 

4,883 

4,403 

3,930 

78 

7 

81 

1 

23 

4 

3 

8 

5 

5 

1 

1 

1 

5 

2 

i 

18 

1 

81 

17-71 

20-6 

20-21 

0-25 

1-01  1 

2-54 

89-7 

7-55 

0-51 

— 

5.3  | 

13-5 

Yes 

2 

3. — Ashington  . 

3,041 

24,583 

28,000 

24,990 

759 

91 

438 

19 

14 

6 

56 

2 

32 

6 

6 

20 

3 

30 

28 

49 

4 

24 

i 

2 

7 

2 

30 

13 

... 

76 

7 

i 

438 

27-10 

17-52 

19-36 

2-52 

1-28 

3-08 

119-9 

... 

3-83  ( 

... 

1-00 

351  1 

14-0 

Yes 

70 

22-4 

3 

4. — Bedlingtonshire 

Wm.  Hudson,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.p.h  ,  B.Hy. 

8,533 

25,253 

25,880 

23,098 

628 

74 

415 

21 

1 

12 

4 

66 

40 

1 

8 

23 

i 

1 

19 

15 

41 

4 

6 

2 

i 

11 

i 

28 

10 

i 

94 

4 

... 

415 

24-26 

17-96 

18-24 

1-90 

1-73 

2-42 

117-8 

3  59  - 

9-68 

311 

134 

Yes 

103 

370 

4 

5.— Blyth  . 

J.  M.  MacLachlan,  m.b.,  c.m.  . 

4,312 

30,591 

31,327 

27,959 

770 

92 

534 

1 

9 

15 

3 

91 

43 

6 

3 

25 

3 

6 

27 

27 

53 

8 

17 

3 

13 

1 

30 

14 

1 

129 

6 

534 

24-58 

1909 

19-74 

1-60 

1-53 

2-86 

119-3 

...  1 

5-97 

0-87 

351  1 

125 

Yes 

14 

10-8 

5 

6.— Cramlington  . 

E.  Forsyth,  m.b.,  c.m.  (Deputy)  . 

4,583 

8,093 

8,434 

7,527 

212 

19 

139 

1 

4 

27 

i 

7 

2 

5 

•• 

7 

10 

9 

2 

1 

i 

i 

9 

6 

i 

42 

3 

139 

25-13 

18-48 

18-59 

0-79 

0-93 

2-54 

89-6 

... 

5-86  1 

0-14  ! 

68 

90 

Yes 

6 

7.— Earsdon . 

Taylor  Dixon,  m.b.,  b.s.  . 

4,705 

10,568 

11,210 

10,005 

267 

30 

196 

2 

4 

2 

26 

i 

10 

1 

5 

12 

3 

1 

7 

16 

16 

2 

6 

3 

1 

1 

2 

9 

6 

i 

38 

1 

176 

23-81 

17-59 

17-72 

1-39 

099 

319  | 

78-6 

- 

1-90  j 

010 

... 

124 

12-3 

Yes 

32 

53-3 

7 

8. — Gosforth . 

W.  Galbraith,  l.r.c.p.,  l.r.c.s . 

1,303 

15,491 

16,417 

14,652 

297 

27 

218 

4 

23 

9 

1 

4 

18 

4 

22 

11 

20 

4 

6 

o 

6 

1 

10 

5 

63 

4 

i 

218 

18-09 

14-87 

15-93 

0-68 

061 

2T1 

90-9 

...  , 

339 

020 

2 69 

18-3  I 

Yes 

43 

66 '9 

8 

9. — Hexham . 

J.  A.  Jackson,  m.d . 

5,149 

8,417 

8,288 

7,397 

120 

13 

157 

16 

1 

1 

20 

i 

15 

5 

2 

12 

23 

2 

13 

2 

1 

1 

4 

4 

1 

33 

157 

14-48 

21-22 

19-92 

2-56 

202 

2*02 

108-3 

4-43 

1-90  j 

305 

41-2 

Yes 

14 

36-8 

9 

10. — Longbenton  . 

J.  B.  Burn,  m.b.,  b.s.  Durh . 

5,347 

12,443 

13,948 

12,448 

340 

40 

220 

.. 

1 

1 

5 

51 

i 

10 

6 

10 

8 

13 

15 

7 

10 

t 

1 

14 

12 

i 

44 

3 

220 

24-37 

17-67 

17-92 

1-36 

0-80 

2-24 

117-6 

4-81 

0*80 

127 

10-2 

Yes 

37 

42-5 

10 

11. — Newbiggin-by-the-Sea.. 

H.  Hart  Jackson,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p . 

633 

3,466 

6,259 

5,675 

147 

17 

68 

2 

1 

9 

4 

o 

2 

6 

4 

7 

2 

1 

... 

6 

3 

17 

1 

1 

68 

23-48 

11-97 

11-96 

0-88 

0-70 

1-93 

115-6 

... 

('•98 

0*16 

10 

1-7 

Yes 

11 

12. — Newburn . 

A.  W.  Messer,  m.b.,  c.m.,  b.sc . 

4,673 

17,155 

21,992 

19,628 

456 

34 

252 

1 

2 

l 

11 

2 

49 

20 

1 

7 

13 

1 

24 

11 

17 

2 

2 

1 

2 

O 

o 

3 

13 

10 

3 

49 

2 

2 

252 

20-73 

12-83 

13-56 

0-96 

1-01 

1-42 

74-5 

(-49 

0-30 

_ 

183 

9*3 

Yes 

84 

60-0 

12 

13. — Prudhoe . 

Bobt.  McCoull,  l.r.c.p.,  l.r.c.s . 

3,889 

8,212 

9,020 

1,200 

229 

23 

131 

1 

3 

i 

25 

6 

i 

7 

13 

6 

10 

6 

3 

1 

2 

16 

2 

1 

26 

1 

131 

25-39 

16-28 

16-29 

0-99 

0-74 

1-98 

1004 

1« 

0-50 

89 

ll-o 

Yes 

11 

18-6 

13 

14.— Bothbury 

F.  Barrow,  m.r.c.s.,  l.s.a . 

970 

1,147 

8,050 

1,071 

18 

19 

i 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

3 

i 

6 

19 

15-00 

17-74 

14-51 

0-93 

0-93 

093 

nil 

4-37 

0-93 

10 

9-3 

Yes 

— 

14 

15.— Seaton  Delaval . 

A.S.  Taylor,  l.r.c.p.,  l.r.c.s.,  l.m.,  l.f.p.s 

5,348 

7,171 

7,197 

6,423 

148 

14 

97 

1 

11 

2 

4 

2 

5 

5 

13 

4 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

5 

6 

1 

30 

... 

... 

97 

20-56 

15-10 

15-01 

0-46 

0-31 

264 

94-6 

1-10 

0-38 

— 

71 

11-0 

Yes 

20 

38-4 

15 

16. — Seghill  . 

T.  Dow,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  L.F.P.S . 

1,427 

2,049 

2,029 

1,811 

42 

5 

37 

12 

-3 

2 

i 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

2 

7 

37 

20-69 

20  43 

20-85 

7-18 

1-10 

2-76 

1190 

6-45 

6-65 

27 

149 

Yes 

12 

46-1 

16 

j  17. — Weetslade  . 

A.  J.  W.  Stephen,  m.b.,  Ch.B.,  d.p.h. 

2,198 

6,701 

6,836 

6,101 

173 

15 

107 

... 

1 

1 

5 

20 

4 

1 

3 

9 

3 

11 

7 

5 

"> 

2 

1 

7 

4 

20 

1 

107 

25-30 

17-53 

17-15 

1-47 

0-65 

1-96 

86-7 

4-28 

0-20 

164 

26-8 

Yes 

10 

18-1 

17 

1  18.— Whitley  A  Monkseaton 

J.  Peel  Sparks,  m.d.,  b.s.  Durh . 

1,973 

14,457 

19,561 

17,458 

305 

30 

229 

j  1 

3 

23 

i 

10 

3 

29 

1 

1 

30 

11 

» 

26 

2 

2 

2 

11 

14 

4 

1 

53 

1 

i 

229 

15-50 

13-12 

13-77 

0-34 

0-57 

212 

98-3 

3-71 

0-05 

121 

6-9 

Yes 

32 

37-6 

18 

Rural  Districts— 

1. — Alnwick . 

A.  Scott  Purves,  m.d . 

93,009 

12,159 

11,914 

10,633 

197 

14 

176 

1 

1 

1 

36 

i 

11 

1 

13 

17 

6 

11 

4 

2 

1 

6 

a 

1 

55 

5 

176 

16-53 

16-55 

14-96 

0-28 

1-03 

1-31 

71-0 

2-95 

0-28 

I  63 

5-9 

1  Yes 

i 

2. — Belford . 

J.  G.  Macaskie,  l.r.c.p.,  l.r.c.s.,  d.p.h.  .. 

39,619 

5,006 

4,584 

4,091 

75 

2 

63 

1 

9 

5 

1 

••* 

6 

1 

2 

1 

8 

1 

2 

1 

2 

23 

63 

16*3(5 

15*39 

13*91 

0‘24 

1*22 

2*20 

26-6 

4*61 

1*24 

15 

i  3*6 

Ye« 

... 

... 

2 

3. — Bellingham 

J.  P.  Elliot,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  L.M . 

246,580 

5,750 

5,650 

5,043 

86 

7 

68 

2 

4 

7 

1 

6 

1 

6 

3 

7 

4 

3 

4 

1 

17 

2 

68 

15-22 

13-48 

11-69 

039 

1-38 

1  1-98 

81-4 

2-08 

... 

0-39 

55 

10-9 

No 

4. — Castle  Ward  . 

Willmot  Holmes,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p . 

85,124 

11,922 

10,994 

9,812 

196 

19 

156 

... 

2 

i 

1 

26 

10 

3 

3 

12 

1 

9 

7 

10 

4 

1 

1 

1 

6 

5 

1 

51 

1 

156 

17-82 

15-89 

16-21 

0.81 

1-02 

1-73 

96-9 

5-S4 

0-28 

207 

-20-0 

1  Yes 

10 

140 

A 

4 

5. — Glendale . 

Alex.  Dey,  m.b.,  c.m . 

147,942 

8,579 

8,337 

7,441 

122 

13 

112 

i 

1 

21 

6 

3 

10 

16 

4 

6 

2 

1 

6 

3 

1 

31 

112 

14-63 

15-05 

13-24 

0-26 

0-80 

1-34 

106-5 

3-81 

013 

31 

4-1 

Yes 

5  j 

6. — Haltwhistle  . 

J.  M.  Glasse,  m.b.,  Ch.  B.,  Edin . 

96,323 

8,545 

10,046 

8,966 

229 

22 

171 

6 

6 

39 

15 

2 

21 

1 

17 

5 

4 

i 

1 

a 

1 

'  12 

3 

33 

1 

171 

22-79 

19-07 

17-60 

1-34 

1-67 

1-00 

96-1 

5-96 

1-34 

15 

1*7 

No 

... 

6 

7. — Hexham . 

B.  Boustead,  l.r.c.p.,  l.r.c.s.  (Deputy)  .. 

196,809 

21,890 

22,133 

19,753 

360 

32 

352 

2 

2 

75 

28 

2 

7 

20 

2 

54 

16 

18 

3 

1 

9 

2 

15 

13 

2 

75 

3 

352 

16-26 

17-82 

16-70 

0-25 

1  ™ 

1-72 

88-8 

... 

4-63 

0-28 

230 

11  6 

Yes 

7 

10-9 

i 

8. — Morpeth . 

J.  P.  Philip,  M.D.,  d.p.h . 

85,045 

17,308 

17,238 

15,385 

315 

27 

261 

3 

3 

49 

20 

2 

4 

13 

l 

4 

16 

15 

36 

3 

2 

2 

1 

3 

i 

10 

8 

2 

60 

3 

261 

18-27 

16-96 

16-93 

0-52 

1-30 

3-31 

85-7 

3-38 

0-21 

... 

56 

3-6 

j  Yes 

... 

8 

9. — Norham  &  Islandslxires 

P.  A.  Dewar  Head,  m.r.c.s.,  l.s.a . 

47,072 

5,830 

5,689 

5,077 

106 

7 

69 

... 

1 

17 

6 

i 

2 

5 

4 

4 

2 

... 

1 

i 

3 

3 

... 

20 

1 

69 

18-63 

13-59 

12-07 

0-19 

098 

0-78 

66  0 

... 

1-77 

0-20 

... 

28 

5-5 

Yes 

... 

9 

10. — Bothbury  . 

F.  Barrow,  m.r.c.s.,  L.S.A . 

166,904 

4,606 

4,400 

3,927 

67 

2 

53 

5 

6 

1 

5 

4 

2 

6 

2 

i 

2 

[ 

1 

17 

2 

! 

53 

15*22 

13-49 

12-02 

nil 

1-52 

2-03 

29  8 

0-67 

0-25 

13 

33 

Yes 

10 

19 


carry  out  the  Housing  Regulations,  as  the  enforcement  of  remedial 
measures  for  the  defects  found  was  quite  impracticable  owing  to  the 
acute  shortage  of  both  labour  and  materials.  The  provision  of  new  * 
houses  was,  of  course,  entirely  suspended. 

The  housing  conditions  in  the  county  have  therefore  become  pro¬ 
gressively  worse  and  evidence  has  been  collected  which  shows  con¬ 
clusively  that  the  present  minimum  requirements  of  the  administrative 
county  are  for  14,000  houses,  or  to  put  the  matter  in  terms  of  popula- 
,  tion,  houses  are  urgently  required  for  a  population  of  70,000.  this  latter 
figure  representing  at  least  17  per  cent,  of  the  total  population.  There 
are  in  the  administrative  county  at  least  5,000  houses  which,  though 
built  for  one  family  only,  are  being  occupied  (without  having  been 
specially  adapted)  by  two  or  more  families. 

There  are  also  at  least  1,500  houses  which  are  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  cannot  be  made  fit.  As  regards  the  latter  houses  a 
definite  policy  for  dealing  with  them  at  the  earliest  possible  moment 
ought  to  be  adopted  by  each  local  authority  in  whose  area  they  exist. 

There  is  grave  danger  in  leaving  these  latter  houses  undealt  with 
until  the  local  housing  scheme  has  been  completed  as  has  been  sug¬ 
gested,  for,  should  the  contemplated  scheme  for  new  houses  prove  to 
be  insufficient  or  if  for  any  reason  it  is  not  carried  out  in  its  entirety, 
the  unfit  houses  may  continue  to  be  occupied. 

It  is  therefore  suggested  that  closing  orders  should  be  issued  as  the 
new  houses  are  built,  in  the  proportion  that  the  number  of  unfit  houses 
bears  to  the  new  houses  in  the  local  authority’s  scheme.  Thus,  if  the 
latter  be  a  scheme  for  1,000  houses  and  there  are  250  “unfit”  houses 
in  the  district,  one  closing  order  should  be  made  and  enforced  for  every 
four  new  houses  erected.  If  this  method  is  adopted  then  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  the  unfit  houses  will  terminate  by  the  time  the  council's  housing 
scheme  is  completed. 

It  is  further  advisable  that  medical  officers  and  sanitary  inspectors, 
especially  those  officials  whose  time  is  not  largely  taken  up  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  provision  of  new  houses,  should  take  an  early  opportu¬ 
nity  of  inaugurating  a  scheme  for  systematically  dealing  with  any 
insanitary  areas  in  their  respective  districts,  as  well  as  those  houses 
which  are  unfit  for  habitation  or  are  seriously  defective. 

Notification  of  Births  Acts. 

In  pursuance  of  the  Orders  of  the  Local  Government  Board  of  Aug. 
11th,  1916  and  June  22nd,  1917,  the  county  council  continued  to 
administer  the  above  Acts  in  the  administrative  county  (excepting  the 
borough  of  Wallsend  and  the  urban  districts  of  Ashington,  Bedlington- 
shire,  Blvth,  Gosforth,  Hexham,  Longbenton  and  Newburn). 

The  council’s  ten  health  visitors  paid  the  following  visits  during 
the  year: — Pre-natal  visits,  419;  to  infants  under  1  year — first  visits 
3,710,  total  visits  16,972;  to  children  1-5  years — total  visits  5,420.  The 
following  Infant  Welfare  Centres  were  open  during  the  year  in  the 
area  for  which  the  council  is  the  administrative  authority  and  were 
visited  by  the  health  visitors,  who  gave  much  useful  advice  and 


assistance  : — 

Arrangements  for 

Average  attendance 

Place. 

Day. 

Time. 

medical 

per  week. 

supervision. 

Expectant 

p.m. 

mothers.  Children 

Berwick 

Thur. 

2-0 

M.O.H. 

1  6 

Alnwick 

Do. 

2-0 

Do. 

1  16 

Morpeth 

Mon. 

2-0 

Do. 

2  25 

Seaton  Delaval 

Do. 

2-30 

No  arrangements 
up  to  end  of  year 

5  30 

Stocksfielrl 

Wed. 

20 

Dr.  Mary  Raw 

—  4 

Whitley  Bay  ... 

Mon. 

2-30 

Dr.  Patterson 

—  27 

20 


In  the  areas,  alluded  to  above,  in  which  the  district  council  is  the 
administrative  authority,  ten  health  visitors  were  employed.  Their 
visits  included: — Pre-natal  visits  318;  to  infants  under  1  year  15,202; 


to  children  1-5 

years 

5,354. 

The  following  Infant  Welfare 

Centres 

were  open  : — 

Arrangements  for 

Average  attendance. 

Place. 

Bay. 

Time. 

medical 

per  week. 

supervision. 

Expectant 

p.m. 

mothers. 

Children. 

Bedlington 

Tues. 

2T 

M.O.H.  monthly 

3 

65 

Gosforth 

Tues. 

&  Thur. 

2’0 

Dr.  Helen  Gurney 

1 

28 

Hexham 

Newburn — 

Wed. 

30 

M.O.H.  fortnightly 

— 

20 

Lemington... 

Wed. 

2-0 

M.O.H.  attends 

2 

19 

Throckiey  ... 

Thur. 

2-0 

Do. 

2 

12 

Westerhope 
Wallsend — 

Mon. 

2-0 

Do. 

1 

8 

Vine  Street 

Wed. 

2-0 

Acting  M.O.H. 

a  few 

35 

Howdon 

Tues. 

2-0 

Do. 

2 

26 

Midwives  Acts. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  Midwives  Committee,  under 
powers  delegated  by  the  county  council,  continued  to  act  as  local 
supervising  authority  throughout  the  administrative  county.  One 
hundred  and  fifty-four  certified  midwives  (141  trained  and  13  untrained) 
notified  their  intention  to  practise  during  the  year.  The  2,415  con¬ 
finements  actually  carried  through  by  midwives-  (1,907  by  trained  and 
508  by  untrained)  constituted  28'2  per  cent,  of  the  total  births  in  the 
administrative  county.  Two  fatal  cases  of  Puerperal  fever  occurred  in 
the  practice  of  one  midwife  (untrained) ;  medical  aid  was  obtained  and 
the  midwife  was  suspended  from  practice  in  accordance  with  the  rules 
of  the  Central  Midwives  Board.  Three  deaths  of  infants  (one  in  the 
practice  of  a  trained  midwife  and  two  in  the  practice  of  untrained) 
occurred  before  a  medical  practitioner  was  in  attendance. 

A  marked  decrease  was  reported  in  the  number  of  confinements 
undertaken  by  untrained  midwives  and  a  considerable  increase  in  those 
attended  by  trained  women. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  report  any  midwife  to  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  either  for  negligence  or  for  breaches  of  the  Board’s  rules. 

The  county  council  made  a  grant  of  £200  to  the  Northumberland 
County  Nursing  Association  in  respect  of  the  provision  of  additional 
midwives  in  certain  districts  (a  similar  sum  being  given  in  each  case 
by  the  County  Nursing  Association).  Grants  were  made  during  the 
year  to  the  following  district  nursing  associations  Tynedale  (2nd 
year)  £25;  Beadnell  (2nd  year)  £12  10s.;  Ingram  and  Alnham  £25; 
North  Seaton  £25;  Haltwhistle  £25;  Edlingham  and  Bolton  £25; 
Bedlington  £25;  Willington  Quay  £25. 

Public  Health  (Venereal  Diseases)  Regulations,  1916. 

The  treatment  of  patients  from  the  administrative  county  suffering 
fvom  venereal  disease  was  continued  at  the  clinic  at  the  Royal  Victoria 
Infirmary,  Newcastie-on-Tyne.  No  extension  of  premises  was  under¬ 
taken  during  the  year  and  the  temporary  arrangement  in  force  during 
the  previous  year,  under  which  a  charge  was  made  of  6s.  per  day  for 
inpatients  and  Is.  4d.  per  attendance  for  outpatients  in  addition  to  the 
cost  of  salvarsan  or  its  substitutes,  was  continued.  During  1918  the 
attendances  of  outpatients  from  the  administrative  county  numbered 
3,067  and  319  new  patients  were  treated. 

The  arrangement  with  the  Council  of  the  Durham  University  College 
of  Medicine  for  bacteriological  examinations  was  also  continued. 
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